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COMPOUND-COMPLEX AND COMPLEX-COMPOUND
SENTENCES IN UKRAINIAN AND ENGLISH

Most English and American scholars suggest that the sentences should be
subdivided into four categories: simple sentences, compound sentences,
complex sentences, compound-complex sentences. Though, they do not
distinguish between compound-complex and complex-compound sentences:
«In syntax, a sentence with at least two independent clauses and one or more
dependent clauses is referred to as a complex-compound sentence, sometimes
also called a compound-complex sentence» [7]. Thus, in this research the
classification of compound-complex and complex-compound sentences will
be based on the classifications of Ukrainian and Russian scholars.

The first Ukrainian linguist to study these structures was
O. Verzhbytskyy [1, p. 250-263]. He divided them into the 5 types. Ukrainian
scholar I. Vykhovanets [2, p. 145-167], whose typology was used as the basis
for the classification of the English sentences with coordination and
subordination, divided compound-complex sentences into the following three
groups:

1. Sentences where two or more compound parts have common
subordinate clause:

Y xami e6dtce 6yn0 nosuo nr0del i MIOMIOHOBUL OUM XOOU8 HAO 20108010
xeunamu, koau FOxum nepecmynus uepes nopie. (A. I'010BKO)

2. Sentences where one of the independent clauses has a subordinate
clause, and other independent clauses do not, together these independent
clauses form a compound sentence.

fOna cxununace wnao 3owumom, i 6 yro mume ii JAIKMSA J1€2EHLKO
mopkHynace Mapiiixka [loniwyxk, sika cudina nopyu. (O. JJoH4eHKo)

3. Sentences where each of the independent clauses in a compound
sentences is accompanied by the subordinate clause.
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Konu meni kascymo «Kuisy, 2 6auy /[Hinpo, s cXunaoco HA0 HeOCANCHUM
npocmopom, wo giokpusacmucs moim ouam ynu3zy. (I1. 3arpedenbHuin)

He also stresses that one of the syntactic relations is always dominant.
Hence he distinguishes compound-complex sentences, where coordinate
relation prevails:

Likasicmio nodibni 0o mampocis, wo 0OIAMb BIOKPUBAIOMb HOBIL
ceimu, mu i3ounu Ha spmapok y Kocie 6e3 nesHoi, npusHamucs, memu, i
gimepeyw ysa6U nepeHocus Hac Ha aKicb Heeudani mocmu. (M. Puibcbkuii),

and complex-compound, where subordinate relations dominate:

Konu IOna sutiwina na 8yauyto, CHIZCUHKU wje KPYIHCIAIU, 0epesa Cmosiiu
oini u sonoxami, ypouucmo moguasi. (O. JJoHUEHKO)

It becomes obvious that the scholar contradicts himself. At first he states
that the sentence V xami eoxxce 6yn10 noeno nroeii i mwomonosuti Oum xoous
Hao 201068010 xeunimu, koau FOxum nepecmynus uepesz nopie belongs to the
first type of compound-complex sentence, and then he gives the following
example Koau IOna euiiwina Ha 6yauyto, CHINCUHKU wje KPYIHCIAIU, Oepesa
cmosiiu 6ini U eonoxami, ypouucmo moeuazni and argues that this is a
complex-compound sentence. It is obvious that the two sentences given in the
example are of the same type, hence they cannot be compound-complex and
complex-compound simultaneously.

The Ukrainian scholar K.F. Shulzhuk [5, p. 301] notes that we should
disagree with those scholars who argue that the dominant relation is the first
relation in the sentence. He suggests his own classification of these composite
structures and distinguishes between compound-complex and complex-
compound sentences.

Russian scholars B.S. Haymovych and B.I. Rogovskaya [4, p. 291] single
out compound-complex and complex-compound sentences — a compound-
complex sentence is essentially a compound sentence in which at least one
coordinate clause is complex in structure.

1 know that she loathes me, but I’ll make her love me.

If a complex sentence has two (or more) subordinate clauses connected
by way of coordination, we have a complex-compound sentence, as in

He told me I could see for myself he wasn't very young and his health
wasn’t very good.

According to the Ukrainian scholar K.F. Shulzhuk [5, p. 301] and
Russian scholar N.A. Kobrina [6, p. 56] the definition and the example of the
compound complex sentence by B.S. Haymovych and B.I. Rogovskaya is
under discussion. As it has been mentioned already we should distinguish
between complex-compound sentence and complex sentence with co-
subordination. A complex sentence with co-subordinate clauses is a complex
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sentence that contains subordinate clauses joined by means of coordination
(subordinate clauses of equal rank, that is coordinated with one another):
I must impress upon you again that you are in a very great danger, and that
the utmost frankness is necessary [5, p. 312]. So the example He told me
I could see for myself he wasn’t very young and his health wasn’t very good
given by B.S. Haymovych and B.I. Rogovskaya is not compound-complex; it
1s a complex sentence with co-subordination. Complex-compound sentence
differs from complex sentence with co-subordination. The main part in
complex-compound sentence is a complex sentence, which is different from
the analogous sentence in the subordinate part of the complex sentence with
co-subordination (in the subordinate part it is syntactically dependent).

It can be concluded that there is unanimity present neither among foreign
nor among Ukrainian scholars as to the classification of structures with both
subordinate and coordinate relations.

Based on the abovementioned classifications and the results of the
sentence sampling from the English fiction, scientific, and publicistic texts,
the following classification has been suggested: the composite sentences with
both coordination and subordination in the English language can be
subdivided into complex-compound and compound-complex.

I. Complex-compound sentences

1. Complex-compound sentences where one subordinate clause depends
simultaneously on a few (usually two) main clauses.

If we look fabulous, we feel fabulous, we are fabulous. (Imogen Lloyd
Webber)

2. Complex-compound sentences with co-subordination (the kind of
relationship where main clause may have several subordinate clauses of equal
rank that is coordinated with one another).

3. Complex-compound sentences with consecutive subordination (when a
complex sentence consists of more than two clauses and they form a hierarchy
of clauses). The underlined part of the sentence is a consecutive subordination.

II. Compound-complex sentences.

1. Sentences where one of the independent clauses has a subordinate
clause of some kind, and other independent clauses do not, together these
independent clauses form a compound sentence. This group is the biggest and
amounts to 70.3% of compound-complex sentences. They are illustrated by
the following structural model and example:

We were informed that former finance minister Nakagawa has been found
dead, but we are still unaware of further details. (The Times)
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2. Sentences where each of the independent clauses in compound
sentences 1s accompanied by the subordinate clause of some kind. They
amount to 24.8% of compound-complex sentences.

Mr Zhura accepts that Stalin created the Gulag prison system, but he
argues that only criminals were sent to the labour camps. (The Times)

3. Sentences where each of the 2 or more independent clauses has
subordinate clauses of some type and other independent clauses do not. This
group amounts to 4.4% of compound-complex sentences.

You need rain, you need special kinds of soil that are found on the
hillsides, and that means you need to protect that land from soil erosion. (The
Independent)

4. Sentences of a mixed complex-compound with the 2" type of
compound-complex sentences type.

Osbourne was married to another woman and he had two children when
he did first look at the daughter of his then manager, Don Arden, and
although he admits to not being "exactly Prince f----ing Charming", Sharon
took him on. (The Daily Telegraph)

It goes without saying that a sentence needs not necessarily be either only
compound or only complex. It may combine both types of clause connections
within its structure. Thus, we can talk about the existence of English
compound-complex and complex-compound sentences which are not studied
properly from the point of view of their traditional syntactic analysis.
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