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HUMANITY IS ON THE VERGE OF POVERTY

Poverty as a social problem is a deeply embedded wound that permeates every
dimension of culture and society. It includes sustained low levels of income for
members of a community. It includes a lack of access to services like education,
markets, health care, lack of decision making ability, and lack of communal facilities
like water, sanitation, roads, transportation, and communications. Furthermore, it is a
«poverty of spirit,» that allows members of that community to believe in and share
despair, hopelessness, apathy, and timidity.

Analysis of recent researches and publications. Poverty not only as a social
problem, has been explored by a large number of scientists such as: Allan
G. Johnson, Hannah Cleveland, Sarah C. Baldwin and others.

The purpose of the article. The main purpose of this paper is to reveal the
contents of poverty as a social problem. Poverty, especially the factors that contribute
to it, is a social problem, and its solution is social. The effects of poverty can be felt
at every level of society — from the individual living in poverty to the political leader
attempting to provide solutions. Whether it is health conditions or increased crime
rates, poverty reaches just about every aspect of life. Nowadays, in order to
understand the severity of the problem we need look at the five biggest effects of
poverty, which are presented in this article.

Presentation of the basic material. Poverty is not simply a lack of adequate income.
It is a multidimensional phenomenon that extends beyond the economic arena to
encompass factors such as the inability to participate in social and political life.

In short, poverty is the deprivation of one’s ability to live as a free and dignified
human being with the full potential to achieve one’s desired goals in life.

Many people not currently living in poverty face a high risk of becoming poor if
faced with a change in situation such as job loss or the major illness of a family
member. Such individuals, while not poor per se, are highly vulnerable to falling into
poverty. Estimates show that a large number of people on the edge of poverty,
especially those just above the official poverty line, are economically insecure.

Just under one billion people in the world today live in extreme poverty. There are
many dimensions to their deprivation, low and irregular incomes, lack of safe drinking
water, poor housing, limited access to health and education, and social exclusion and
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discrimination. Their poverty makes them extremely vulnerable to life cycle, natural, or
economic hazards. In many cases, extreme poverty persists over time.

Using a definition of chronic poverty as those people who remain under the
poverty line for at least five years, approximately 400 million people in the world are
chronically poor. The persistence of poverty over time eats into their assets and
networks, undermining their resilience and voice. For a number of reasons, those
affected by chronic and extreme poverty are often left out in policy initiatives. They
are often harder to reach, require stronger and longer term support, and have limited
political influence.

In order to understand the severity of the problem we need look at the five
biggest effects of poverty [6, p. 7-9].

The most common effect of poverty is malnutrition.

This is especially seen in children of poor families. People living in poverty
rarely have access to highly nutritious foods. Even if they have access to these foods,
it is unlikely that they are able to purchase them. The healthiest foods are usually the
most expensive; therefore, a family on a very small budget is much more likely to
purchase food that is less nutritious, simply because that is all they can afford.

Sometimes people in poverty are malnourished simply because they do not eat
enough of anything. For some people around the world, quality food is a luxury.
A total of 14.3 percent of people in developing countries face hunger and about
25 percent of Sub-Saharan Africa is considered malnourished. Poor nutrition causes
45 percent of deaths in children under the age of 5. Malnutrition can also lead to
many other health issues as well [4].

One of the most severe effects of poverty is the health effects that are almost
always present.

This includes things from diseases to life expectancy and medicine. Diseases are
very common in people living in poverty because they lack the resources to maintain
a healthy living environment. They are almost always lacking in nutritious foods,
which decreases their bodies’ ability to fight off diseases. Sanitation conditions are
usually very low, increasing the chance of contracting a disease. Sometimes these
diseases can be minor, but other times they can be life-threatening. In general, people
living in poverty cannot afford appropriate medicines to treat these illnesses.

Life expectancy and child mortality are greatly affected by poverty. Statistics
show that life expectancy in poor nations is up to 30 years below that of wealthy
nations, like the United States. Child mortality is shockingly high in poor countries;
13.5 percent of children die before the age of 5 in poor countries. This number is the
average for poor countries, however some African nations have a child mortality rate
of 20 percent [2].

Education is largely affected by poverty.

Many people living in poverty are unable to attend school from a very early age.
Families may not be able to afford the necessary clothing or school supplies. Others
may not have a way for their children to get to school. Whatever the reason, there is a
clear correlation between families living in poverty and their lack of education.
Without the ability to attend school, many people go through life illiterate.
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The literacy rates in countries with high poverty levels indicate that these two
are linked. Low literacy rates can affect society in various ways including the labor
force and politics. Obtaining a basic education could bring 171 million people out of
poverty. A bad cycle is created; poverty prevents people from gaining a good
education, and not obtaining an education prevents people from escaping poverty [1].

Among other effects poverty includes its impact on the economy of the country.

Mainly, the number of people living in poverty influences employment rates
heavily. Without an education, people are unlikely to find a paying job.
Unemployment hinders a country from developing into a strong economic system.
A high unemployment rate can impede a country from progressing in all aspects.

The labor force suffers when a large part of the citizens cannot contribute to
economic development. For example, the Indian economy has not been able to
develop at a high rate for many years because of the high number of people living in
poverty. About 22 percent of the population in India lives in poverty and their
economy can only improve when this percentage decreases.

Poverty also has social effects.

Many people living in poverty are homeless, which puts them on the streets.
There also seems to be a connection between poverty and crime. When people are
unemployed and homeless, social unrest may take over and lead to increases in crime.
When people have nothing and no money to buy necessities, they may be forced to
turn to theft in order to survive. Homelessness and high crime rates impact of a
country’s people and can create many problems within a society.

It is clear that poverty has far-reaching effects on all people. By improving
global poverty, economies could prosper, health could improve and countries can
develop into strong global presences. All countries will benefit when decreasing
global poverty becomes a priority in the world. Hannah Cleveland

The factors of poverty (as a social problem) that are listed here, ignorance,
disease, apathy, dishonesty and dependency, are to be seen simply as conditions. No
moral judgement is intended. They are not good or bad, they just are. If it is the
decision of a group of people, as in a society or in a community, to reduce and
remove poverty, they will have to, without value judgement, observe and identify
these factors, and take action to remove them as the way to eradicate poverty.

The big five, in turn, contribute to secondary factors such as lack of markets,
poor infrastructure, poor leadership, bad governance, under-employment, lack of
skills, absenteeism, lack of capital, and others. Each of these are social problems,
each of them are caused by one or more of the big five, and each of them contribute
to the perpetuation of poverty, and their eradication is necessary for the removal of
poverty [5].

The conclusions and suggestions. Unfortunately, poverty is the inability of
getting choices and opportunities, a violation of human dignity. Poverty is a national
problem and it is a hurdle in the way of a country's progress. However, the main
reason of poverty in our country (Ukraine) is seen in bad governance, which
comprises widespread corruption.

Instead, good governance is considered to bring in powerful change in the
condition of the poor. Eradication of poverty would ensure a sustainable and
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inclusive growth of economy and society. We all should do everything possible in
order to help alleviate poverty from our country.

So, one of the most important things that is needed to make a country richer is to
create Governmental programs in order to help poor people change their life. Without
this, it is hard for people to become better off.
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MICLHE ITPAIII Y COITAJIBHOMY CITIOCOBI ’KUTTA

[Ipans B KHUTTI Cy4yacHOI JIIOAMHHM TOCIJAa€ 3HAYHE MICLE, OCKIIbKH Mailke
TPETUHY CBOTO YKUTTS JIFOJMHA TIPOBOJAUTH HA POOOTI, KA Y CBOIO YEPry € MPOSBOM
OCOOHMCTICHOT comiamizamii y CyCHUIbCTBI, MOXJIMBICTh peajizailli TBOPYHX
3110HOCTEH Ta 3a7]0BOJICHHS O10COIiaIbHUX TTOTPEO.

VY mporueci npari A BJOCKOHAIIOIOTh HE TUIBKA 3aCO0U BUPOOHUIITBA, a U
PO3BUBAIOTh CBO1 (PI3MUHI Ta 1HTEIEKTyajdbHI MOXJIMBOCTI, BHUSIBISIOTH CIPABKHIO
JIFOJICBKY CYTHICTb, YTBEPKYIOTHCS SIK CyCHuIbHI icToTH [ 1, ¢. 96-98].

Ponws mparil, Sk 1HAMBIIyadbHOI TaK 1 KOJIEKTUBHOI MisSUTBHOCTI, K (GopmH i
YMOBH ICHYBaHHS Ta PO3BUTKY JIIOJMHU, CYCIIbCTBA, HOOC(HEPH, MOKHA PO3TIISAATH
K cmoci0 camopeanmizamii JIOJUHH B CYCHUIBHOMY JKHTTI, B CIUIKYBaHHI
(xomynikarii, oOMiH iH(oOpMaIli€r0), B Mi3HaHHI ce0e¢ Ta HABKOIHIIHBOTO CBITY, Y
PO3BUTKY CaMOBJOCKOHAJICHHSI 1 CaMOCTBEP/KCHHS, CTBOPCHHS MaTepiaJIbHUX 1
JyXOBHUX OJiar.

[Tpans, sk 6a30BUM €IEMEHT KUTTSI JIIOJAUHU, € JHKEPEJIOM BCix Oiar i popmoro
peanizanii Horo IHTENEKTyalbHUX 1 (DI3UYHUX 3010HOCTEH, PO3BUTKY JIOJICHKOTO
NOTEHI[laly, KU B Cy4aCHMX YMOBaxX € BH3HAYAJIbHUM UYHWHHHUKOM COIIaJIbHO-
C€KOHOMIYHOTO Iporpecy [2, ¢. 1-8].

Sk exoHOMIYHA KaTeropis, mpars € ogHuM 3 (akTopiB BupoOHuNTBA. [lpars
BUCTYIIA€ OCHOBHOIO YMOBOIO JKHUTTS JIIOAMHU 1 CHOCOOOM CaMOYTBEPKEHHS
JIOJIMHM Y CBITI. Y TIpoIIieci mparli JIIOJUHA OIIOCEPEAKOBYE, PETYIIIOE Ta KOHTPOIIOE



