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3pOOUTH BUCHOBOK, III0 ¥ MaHb Ma€ BCI MMiJICTABU CTATH IECHTPOM HayKOBUX pO3pPO0OOK
Ta JOCIIKeHb, IPUCBAUCHIH 111 TpoOIeMaTHIII.
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ELIMINATION OF THE CONCEPT OF TRUTH
FROM THE EPISTEMOLOGY IN THE CONTEMPORARY
ANALYTIC PHILOSOPHY

The question «What is truth?» is one of the eternal philosophical questions.
According to the traditional correspondence theory of truth offered by Aristotle, the
truth was regarded as «adaequatio rei et intellectus». This theory has been criticized
due to the following points: acceptance of the possible existence of ideal objects in
mind, use of referential terms fuzzy from lingustic point of view, neglect of temporal
parameters and context, elimination of the subjective factor within the scientific
theory and so on. In attempts to overcome these weak points, philosophers developed
a pragmatic approach to language, including today a number of related analytical
theories of truth, such in particular as intersubjective (W. V. O. Quine, S. A. Kripke),
procedural (M. Dummett), situational (G. H. von Wright), coherence (N. Rescher),
deflationary (H. Field, P. Horwich). The emergence of deflationary conceptions of
truth was a kind of reaction to the methodological pluralism of views on the nature of
truth, formed in the scientific methodology in the second half of the 20th century.

The deflationary theory of truth is a general name for a number of philosophical
conceptions formulated in analytic philosophy in the late 20th — early 21st century.
These conceptions intend to prove that the concept of truth is, in fact, redundant, that it
can not be taken into account in the constructing of effective scientific theory.
Deflationary ideas can be found in the works by G. Frege, F. P. Ramsey, A. Ayer and
A. Tarski. For example, according to Frege, the sentences «I smell the scent of violets»
and «It is true that | smell the scent of violets» have the same content. Therefore, the
word «true» is redundant, it is enough to say «I smell the scent of violets». Ramsey gives
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a similar example: the sentence «Caesar was murdered is true» is the same as the
sentence «Caesar was murdered». Ayer was convinced that the truth is a kind of
functional sign, which relates to proposals and does not exist without them. When we
say that p is true, we simply accept the p. To Tarski’s mind, the concept of truth in
ordinary language leads to confusion and contradictions. For the purpose of true
statement explication Tarski proposed to apply the T-scheme (Convention T):
T («p») = p. For example, «Snow is white» is true if and only if snow is white.
Convention T was a powerful tool of creating a deflationary theory of truth.

In particular, P. Horwich [2] was convinced that the scheme of equivalence is
the only thing necessary for the normal functioning of the deflationary theory of
truth. Perhaps, this statement is the most controversial, because the concept of truth is
reduced here to the scheme of equivalence. In this regard, we may mention G. Price’s
reflection: if I say «Wow!», how the T-scheme can be applied to this exclamation?
«Wow!y is true if and only if «Wow!»? And what if someone was not delighted by
that event and stayed completely unconcerned? [see: 3, p. 246].

Furthermore, there is a number of statements (for example, «What my friend
says is true»), that lose their meaning without predicate «true» (in this case we will
have an inexplicable sentence « What my friend says is ...»). Another objection is as
follows. M. Dummett argued that if some concept is redundant, that doesn’t imply
this concept to be meaningless. And since it has a meaning, it performs a specific
function. In our above-mentioned example («What my friend says is true») we use
the predicate «true» as a generalization. We don’t need to say every time «A says p
and p is true», «A says g and q is true», «A says r and r is true» etc. We can use
predicate «true» as a generalization and utter only one statement «What A says is
true». According to M. Dummett, we can compare truth with the winning of a board
game. To find the truth is like to get the feel of winning. The formal apparatus of
deflationary theory of truth can also be criticized. J. Hintikka noted that deflationists
were very ambitious, but did not achieve their goal [see: 1, p. 29].

However | would like to emphasize that a number of issues inspired by deflationists
Is very noteworthy. First, how to express the truth using language tools? Second, is it
possible to reduce the truth to other concepts (warranted assertibility, meaning,
correspondence, utility, consistency)? Third, what role does the concept of truth play in
the theory of artificial intelligence? And so on. As far as the theory of artificial
intelligence is based on pure formalism the third question is very important, although the
human mind often deals with inaccuracies and contradictions of natural language.

Therefore, the possibility of representing the truth by the means of natural
language (J. Hintikka argues that this can be done) allows us to revise the analytical
methods and deepen the understanding of truth, but doesn’t eliminate the latter. It
allows us to deduce the truth and meaning directly from the ontology, without
appealing to metaphysical abstractions.
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Cyxanos B.IO.

KepieHUK 2ypmKa,
Enepeooapcwvkuti Llenmp oumsauoi ma woHaybkoi meopuocmi

3’€IHYBAHHS KATETOPIA ITAPAMM —
KJIIOY 1O CUHTE3Y HAYKOBOI'O 3HAHHAA

VY cydacHii Hayil Ha 3MiHY TeHJeHIi audepeHIianii 3HaAaHHS B OKPEMUX
JTUCIUIUTIHAX, KOXHA 3 SIKHX PO3BHBANacs B SKOCTI «pedi B C001», NMPUXOAUTH
TEHJICHIIISI BCTAHOBJICHHS MUKIUCIUIUTIHApHUX 3B’s3kiB. [lifcTaBoro 1 Takoro
CUHTE3y IMOBHHHI CTaTH, Ha AYMKY aBTOpa, (u10oco(chbKi Kareropli, sSIK HalOLIbII
y3arajbHEH1 OHSTT.

Kepyrounch €30TepuyHOI0 TE3010 MPO HEOOXIJIHICTh MOEHYBAHHS €JIEMEHTIB
[4, c. 154-155], aBrop 3ampomoHyBaB Kiacu(ikaiilo ctajiii (opMyBaHHS HaBUKY
yepe3 NOe€NHYBaHHA (PUIOCOPCHKUX KaTeropiil, B3SATHX IO OJHIA BiJ JBOX Hap
MPOTWICKHOCTEM: «IKICTh — KUIBKICTBY («IIUIEe — IPIOHE») 1 «IIpUUYUHA — HACIIOK»
(«cBoOOnma — momyon») [5]. Llum cragism (y 3BOpPOTHOMY MOPSAKY) BIAMOBIIAIA
YOTUPH PiBHI PO3BUTKY MUCIICHHS:

1. CyuinbHe BUKOHAHHS i1, SIKE JTOBEJICHE JI0 aBTOMATHU3MY, a00 HACTITyBaHHS =
AKICTB (11151€) + CAiACTBO (IIOJIOH).

2. baraTopa3oBe MOKPOKOBE MOBTOPEHHS BIOMOI 1ii (JITOpUTMY) = KIJIBKICTh
(mpi6HE) + ciincTBO (TIOJIOH).

3. EBpuctuyHMil mOWyK METOAOM Npo0 1 MOMHIJIOK ONTUMAIBHOTO CHOCO0Y
BUKOHAHHS 11 = KUIBKICTh (JIpiOHE) + nmpuyuHa (cBoOoAA).

4. Immposizaiisi, B IpoLEci SKOi MaicTep CTBOPIOE HOBHUM MPOAYKT BiJpa3y B
LIJIOMY = SKICTb (11is1e) + npuumnHa (cBodoaa) (puc. 1).

VY mit myOumikaimii MM TIOCTaBUJIM 3aBJaHHS 3°SICYBAaTU, YA € BUKOPHUCTAHUU
METOJ] TPYIyBaHHS KaTeropiil OKpeMHM BHMAAKOM, a00 > BIH Ma€ 3arajbHUM
XapaxkTep.

[Ipu nocmigkeHHI TEeMIEpaMEHTy HaMHu OyJ0 BIJ3HAYEHO BIAMOBIIHICTH
YOTUPHOX CTHXIM, BIAOMHUX 3 €30TEPUYHOI HAYKHU, YOTHPHOM OCHOBOTIOJOKHUM
KateropisiM (i3UKU: BOTOHb = €HEPTisl, BOJIa = 4ac, MOBITPsI = MPOCTIpP, 3eMJIs = Maca,
abo moisie [6]. JloriuHe mMOpPIBHAHHS BUSBISAE, IO EHEPriF0 1 4Yac 00’ €qHye
NPOTHJISKHOCTEH  «pyX — CIOKIW», sKa JochipKyBajacs 1me  (dimocodamu
CraponaBuboro Kuraro, B TOMy 4MCIHi, «JUIsl OMKUCY MCUXIYHUX MPOLIECIB 1 cTaHIBY [7].



