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READING STRATEGIES FOR STUDENTS NON-PHILOLOGISTS

Summary. The article reveals the importance of different reading strategies implementation while teaching
students non-philologists a foreign language. On the one hand, information has become one of the main values
of the modern world and there is a number of up-to-date sources of information. On the other hand, reading still
remains one of the basic sources of gaining knowledge. Without having good skills of reading it is impossible
to participate in educational process and become a professional in any sphere of human activities. The article
presents different reading strategies which can help make this process easier and faster.
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I'puskenko I'.1O0.

Yopuomopchkuil HaIlOHAJIbHMN yHIBepcuTeT iIMeHl [lerpa Mormmu

CTPATETI'TI YUTAHHS IJ1A CTYIEHTIB HE®LJIIOJIOTIB

Awnoraria. CraTTs npucBsvyeHa BasKJIMBOCT] 3aCTOCYBAHHS PI3HUX CTPATETH YUTAHHS ITPY BUKJIATAHHI CTYIeH-
TaM HeJIHTBICTaM iH03eMHO'i MoBH. 3 0IHOT0 OOKY, iH(popMaIrisa craia O,E[HieIO 3 TOJIOBHUX uiHHOCTeﬁ Cy4YacHOT0
CBITY 1, BIIIOBIHO, 3'ABUJIOCS OaraTo HOBHX JiKepest 1H(opMalli, Kl He icHyBaiu paHinte. 3 iHIIOro oy, He
3Ba’KAIOYN HA BHUINE3a3HAYEHe, YNTAHHS 1 JI0Cl 3aJIMIIAETHC OCHOBHIM JXKePeJIoM OTPUMAaHH: iHpopMali Ta
3100yTTs 3HAHD. BpoayMlJIo 1m0 6e3 POSBUTKY FAPHUX HABUYOK YUTAHHS TA PO3YMIHHS IPOYUTAHOTO AKICHUN
IPOIIeC OTPHMAHHS OCBITH YHEMOKJIUBIIOETbCS. CTATTS NPOIOHY€E PI3HI TUIHN Ta CTPATErii YNTAHHS, K1 MAlOTh
OyTr BioMI CTyJeHTaM [JIs1 GLIBII JIETKOTO Ta IIBUIKOIO IIPOLECy OTPUMAHHS 3HAHb. INTaHHS BBAKAETHCA Ca-
MOCTIHOI0 YaCTUHOK MOBJIEHHEBOI AistyibHOCTI. 11eil mpoltec BuMarae TpUBaJIol IPAKTUKY, TBOPUOCTI TA KPUTHY-
HOT'O aHAJI3Y 3 METOI OLJIBII IJIMO0KOr0 MPOHUKHEHHS 11T Yac Ipoliecy 1HTepriperaini. YuTauHsa € CKIaJHIM
M3HABAJILHUM IIPOIIECOM IIPH SIKOMY BiJIOYBAETHCS JEKOIYBAHHA CMBOJIIB 3 METOIO OTPUMAHHS 3MICTY — ITPOIIEC
PO3yMIHHS IPOYMTAHOTO Ta KOMYHIKAI] MIsK 9uTadeM Ta TEKCTOM, KU I0Tpebye 3aCTOCYBaHHS BiKe OTPUMA-
HUX 3HAHb Ta JJOCBITy Ta IIeBHOI I0IepeJHb0I MOBIEHHEBOI HPAKTUKH. Yuray BUKOPUCTOBY€E 3HAHHS, BIACHUH
AOCBIZ Ta IEBHI cTpaTeril mob JeKoqyBaTh TEKCT Ta 3po3yMith Horo smict. IIpu BincyTHOCTI BHINEe3asHAYEHOrO
BiZ0yBa€eThCs IPOCTHUH HepeKJIazl KOKHOTO OKPEMOro CJI0Ba, 110 IIPU3BOJUTS /10 Jyke IPHMITUBHOr0, ab0 HABITh
HEBIPHOTO0 PO3yMIHHs 3MICTy poduTanoro. Jliis Toro, mob nporec YuTaHHs IHO3eMHOI0 MOBOIO OyB epeKTHBHUM,
HeoOXIZHO CIIIyBATH IPABUIIAM 1 3aCTOCOBYBATH IIEBHI CTPATETIL: 1eHTH(IKyBaTH HAHOLIBII BasKIUBY 1HPOP-
MAlliio, IrHOPYBATH HEBAaKJIMBI a00 HEe3pO3yMLIl YaCTUHU TEKCTY, skl He BILIMBAIOTH HA 3arajibHe PO3yMIiHHS
TOJIOBHOI 171e1 — BU3HAYATH 3HAYYIILY Ta He3HAUyIILy 1H(OPMAIliio, BAKOPUCTOBYBATH KJIIOYOBI CJI0BA, BMITH IIpa-
ITIOBATH 31 CJIOBHUKAMU, peMapKaMu Ta KOMEeHTapsIMU JIJIs HAMOLIBII TKICHOT iHTepHpeTaui'i texcty. CTymeHTiB
Heo0OX1/[HO HABYUTH BL/[PISHATHU MeTy, 3 IKOIO BOHH YUTAIOTh B PI3HUX HaBYaIbHUX cuTyauiax. Hanpuknan, npu
BHKOHAHHI TECTIB, B JKNX TpeOa 3all0BHUTHU IIPOIYCKH BIIIIOBIIHUMY IPAMATHIHAMA (OpPMaMy, HEPO3yMIHHS
AESIKHX CJIB He € IIEPEIIKOIO0 11 BUKOHAHH 3aBAaHHs. lle Hepo3yMiHHs He Mae CTAaTH IKepeJIoM po3ryoste-
HOCT1 Ta BIIMOBHU BiJl BUKOHAHHS 3aBIaHHs, SK 1€ 1HKOJIM BiIOyBaeThbCs I Jyac TecTryBaHHs. Hasmaxwm, mpu
BUBYEHHI TEKCTIB IIPod)eCifHOr0 CIpsSAMyBaHHS HEBIPHE TJIyMadyeHHsI a00 HaBITh ITHOPYBAHHS KJIOYOBHUX CJIIB
MIPU3BOJIUTD JI0 HEAKICHOTO PO3YMIHHS T'OJIOBHOI 171el Ta 3MICTY B ITIJIOMY. 3aCTOCYBAHHSA BIAMOBIIHUX CTPATErii
YUTAHHSA € 3aI0PYKOK YHUKHEHHS ITOII0HUX CUTYAITiH.,

Knrouori cioBa: mportec unTaHHs, TUINX YATAHHS, CTpaTerli e)eKTUBHOTO YNTAHHS, PI3HI TEXHIKU 3100y TTS
1HdopMAaIIii, Jxxepeso OTPUMAaHHS 1IH(OPMAIIil.

Actuality of the study. Today’s modern life
requires educated people who are able to
decide professional problems as effectively as pos-
sible. Thus, gaining the necessary knowledge has
become crucially important. Irrespective of a num-
ber of sources of gaining knowledge reading still
remains one of the main ways of obtaining infor-
mation. Without good reading skills it is impossible
to do almost anything — those students who do not
possess such skills are unable to complete any task
properly because they have problems with reading
comprehension. Using any visual aids and audio-
books cannot substitute ability to read and under-
stand the text. This is one of the basic skills which
should be developed in any student, it is paid great
attention to when a child has to be prepared to join
the process of education. Unfortunately, practice
shows that many students turn out to be unpre-
pared in this activity and have to get further deve-
lopment of such skills because they have not been
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developed properly and need further mastering.
The article suggests some aspects of developing
reading strategies.

Analysis of publications. Reading is the pro-
cess of understanding a written text. It is a complex
activity in which both perception and thought are
involved. According to F. Grellet [4] reading consists
of two related processes: word recognition and com-
prehension. Comprehension is the process of mak-
ing sense of words, sentences and connected text.
Readers typically need background knowledge, vo-
cabulary, grammatical knowledge, experience with
a text and other strategies to help them understand
a written text. As reading is one of the main sources
of gaining information (along with ear channel) and
plays a great role in mastering a second language,
its role in learning a foreign language shouldn’t be
underestimated. In order to communicate effective-
ly, learners must understand what is being said.
To function successfully with a target language,
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learners depend on their ability to comprehend the
spoken and written word. Empirical studies have
identified a positive relationship between listening
ability and language acquisition as well as between
reading ability and language acquisition.

Traditionally, the purpose of learning to read in
a language has been to have access to the literature
written in that language. This approach assumes
that students learn to read a language by study-
ing its vocabulary, grammar, and sentence struc-
ture without which reading cannot aim at its goal.
On the other hand, as a source of learning, reading
can, in its turn, brush up previously learned vo-
cabulary and grammar and it can encourage stu-
dents to continue learning and become not only the
source of getting information and knowledge, but
also a source of enjoyment. Reading is an activity
with a purpose. A person may read in order to gain
information or verify his/her existing knowledge,
or in order to criticize a writer's ideas or writing
style. A person may also read for enjoyment, or to
enhance knowledge of the language being read. The
purpose of reading determines the reader's selec-
tion of texts.

The main body. Reading can be considered an
independent kind of speech activity. This process
requires continuous practice, creativity and crit-
ical analysis to promote deep exploration during
interpretation [3]. It is a complex cognitive process
which implies decoding symbols in order to get the
meaning — the process of reading comprehension. It
is the process of communication between the read-
er and the text which is backed with the reader’s
previous knowledge, experience and language prac-
tice. The text presents letters, words, sentences,
and paragraphs that encode meaning. The reader
uses knowledge, skills, and strategies to determine
what that meaning is. It also requires creativity
and critical analysis in order to avoid a mere word
after word decoding which may often lead to a very
primitive or even wrong understanding of the
meaning. To read effectively in a foreign language
it 1s necessary to follow some rules and use some
strategies such as: to identify the most important
information, to ignore the unknown part of the text
which is not essential for general understanding
of the main idea — identify relevant and non-rele-
vant information, to use key words, to be able to
work with a dictionary, footnotes and comments
in the text, to interpret and transform the text to
the native language [2]. Reading comprehension is
much more than decoding. Reading comprehension
results when the reader knows which skills and
strategies are appropriate for the type of text, and
understands how to apply them to accomplish the
reading purpose.

Emphasizing the urgent problems. Reading
in a foreign language differs from reading in one’s
mother-tongue. If the foreign language learners are
poor readers in their mother-tongue, we can defi-
nitely expect them to be unable to read efficiently
in the foreign language. But if they are good read-
ers in their mother-tongue, it is a proper reason to
expect them to transfer their reading strategies to
the foreign language automatically. Unfortunately,
this doesn’t always happen. It is always a contro-
versial issue whether students should read out-
loud or silently in class. Our practice shows that
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students who read some words or parts of the text
incorrectly tend to decode and understand them in-
correctly, so for some period of time until the teach-
er is sure everybody can understand correctly, it is
a necessary measure. The teacher should predict
beforehand the possible difficulties and translate
with students only some parts of the text. Of course,
good reading practicing their mother tongue is of
great help, it insures quicker gaining good reading
skills in a foreign language.

The aim of the article. The main aim of the
article is to study the main strategies of reading,
distinguish the main obstacles and drawbacks in
teaching students non-philologists reading compre-
hension skills and find out the ways to avoid pos-
sible mistakes and make the process of learning
more productive. The article studies the basic types
of reading strategies and suggests typical situa-
tions in which they may be implemented.

The ability to read and understand a difficult
text can prove a student that he/she has good pro-
gress and achieved a high level of mastering the
language; it gives confidence and desire to move to
the next higher level [5]. In our opinion students
should be aware of the main types of reading which
they have to implement in different learning situ-
ations. They are scanning (reading with the idea
to understand the main information), skimming
(reading with the purpose to focus on the theme)
and reading for detail (to understand the informa-
tion completely) [4]. Naturally, every teacher tends
to desire the most complete understanding of what
1s read, but it may be not necessary in some cases.
It is the most widespread mistake to strive for com-
plete understanding of every text being read. This
purpose may lead to bad results of writing a test
in which the task is to find a mistake in grammar,
which has become a popular task in modern tests.
Very often the sentences given in the task are diffi-
cult to understand but it 1s quite possible to distin-
guish a mistake without complete understanding.
Students should be taught to focus on grammar
itself even if they don’t understand some words in
a sentence. The main teacher’s task is to prepare
them not to be at a loss in such a situation, but to
try to do the task successfully, which implies some
pre-reading psychological preparation.

The same may be said about the task in which
students have to insert parts of the text into the
gaps. Of course, in ideal they should understand
the text, but they should also realise that if they
don’t understand some parts of the text without
gaps, it can’t prevent them from doing the task cor-
rectly using skimming for these parts of the text
not to lose the main idea, because it may be impor-
tant to complete all the task. Also, students should
be taught to read the extracted parts of the text be-
fore reading the whole text even if they are given
after the text (which often happens), because while
reading they may understand where to insert some
of them sometimes just looking at grammar forms.
With those parts creating problems students should
be ready to use reading for detail, because without
complete understanding of the text its impossible
to find the right place for them. Still, such reading
strategy can help save time and avoid nervousness
while doing tests. As tests are an important part
of educational process, students should learn read-
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ing strategies to do the tasks properly. Of course,
there are a lot of situations in which reading for
detail is essential. In case of professional English
study when students analyse texts connected with
their future profession (for example psychologists
of the third year study the text about human brain
and its parts) every detail may be of great impor-
tance and students should be taught to work with
different types of dictionaries. Here another typi-
cal mistake takes place when some students do not
translate some basic or key words without which it
1s impossible to get complete information. For ex-
ample, reading and analysing the text about types
of human temperament some students-psycholo-
gists didn’t translate some typical characteristics
and couldn’t answer the questions in after-read-
ing discussion properly. It showed them that they
shouldn’t neglect translating words without which
they may lose the major information. Of course,
the teacher should prevent such situations giving
pre-reading tasks which help students to focus on
the main facts. But sometimes it is also useful for
students to appear in a situation of failure to un-
derstand that only thorough work with text may
lead to gaining professional knowledge.

Using high-level professional topical texts can
be the way to teach effective reading skills, as stu-
dents may know a lot of professional terms and
even be familiar with the topic itself, which makes
the process of reading much easier. It may also
become the base for a further professional discus-
sion and spontaneous speaking skills development.
For example, with students-historians reading of
the texts about Ancient Greece great buildings or
about Pyramids of Egypt always causes the desire
to read more and to discuss the material with us-
ing the knowledge received at professional classes
or gained by themselves. For students of computer
science department it is always encouraging to read
about the possible future development of artificial
intelligence and its relationships with humans —
they always willingly use additional information
about positive and negative tendencies in this field
of knowledge. One of the types of after-reading
tasks is to find the corresponding additional infor-
mation, to be able to compare it with the basic text
and to be able to discuss with groupmates.

The last step 1s to make some state phrases and
words from the text the students’ active every day
vocabulary. They should realise that some words
and phrases make up their so-called passive vo-
cabulary — the words which they can understand
while reading but may not recollect while speaking,
which shouldn’t discourage them — it is quite a nor-
mal process — nobody remembers all the words. But
the progress happens when they realise what ex-
actly 1s essential and memorize it while reading,
doing the tasks and discussing. In such a way their
vocabulary can be enriched and it becomes possible
to develop their communicative skills further. It is
usually the teacher’s task to draw students atten-
tion to the most essential parts of the text, though
students may also often decide for themselves,
which can be of frequent usage in their professional
and sometimes non-professional activities.

The idea of home reading is not included into the
course of English for students non-philologists, but
it may become one of integral parts of mastering
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the language. Of course, it should not be regarded
as overloading by the students in order not to cause
resentment in them. Only step by step involvement
in reading of the texts which can cause interest in
students provides successful achievement in this
activity. For example, reading of some extracts with
the effect ‘to be continued’ from the novel ‘The Ori-
gin’ by Dan Brown while learning the topic ‘Artifi-
cial Intelligence’ with the students of computer sci-
ence department was extremely productive because
the students were eager to know what happened
next and prepared some material on their own in-
itiative to be able to participate in the classroom
discussion. Such reading stimulates imagination
on the one hand and creative thinking on the oth-
er. Each of them tried to prove his idea using some
information from the text and at the same time
expressed their own thoughts showing agreement
or disagreement with the author. The majority of
students had regarded only the positive influence
of using artificial intelligence in people’s life in the
nearest future. The book made them think of the
opposite possibility when the Al considered itself
whether to take away somebody’s life, to sacrifice
it trying to make the situation better according to
its point of view. Coming to the conclusion that hu-
man life is the main value and should be saved in
any situation, that it is immoral to take the right
to decide whose life can be sacrificed in the name
of some idea was very important for the students
who do not discuss ethical problems at their oth-
er lessons, but on whom the decision what ideas to
put into the artificial intelligence will depend very
soon. So, reading can serve the main aim — to make
future specialists in computer sphere think not only
of the technical side of the matter, but of moral and
ethical responsibility of those who implement such
technologies into out life. In our opinion, it is the
most essential task which reading comprehension
can solve while learning the language.

Conclusion and suggestions. Students usu-
ally need more reading practice in order to become
efficient readers in the foreign language. Using
a difficult real life English text in class can be
a productive way of training students to use special
reading skills such as ignoring the parts that are
not important, guessing the meaning of words from
context, skimming and scanning quickly for the im-
portant parts, reading for general understanding,
and increasing reading speed. In such a case read-
ing can become a source of self-education, when
a student can use reading skills to get the neces-
sary professional information, information about
the world and so on.

All the above mentioned proves that reading
strategies help students in successful study. Stu-
dents should be able to distinguish different read-
ing situations and types of tasks and realise in
what situation which type of reading must be used
not to make mistakes, to do the reading tasks prop-
erly, to get as much information as possible and to
avoid unnecessary nervousness. The teacher’s duty
is to teach how to work out the necessary reading
strategies in reading process. Also, reading com-
prehension makes the basis for further educational
activities including expressing opinions, searching
for additional corresponding information, writing
essays and compositions and the like.
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