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Summary. The best examples of classical and novice aphoristic texts being used in the process of foreign lan-
guage acquisition with their skillful identification and manipulation definitely promote widening of the linguistic
and socio-cultural horizons as well as critical thinking skills of both an EFL learner and a teaching professional.
The main aim of the present work we see in singling out and discussing the ways of effective application of imag-
inative and laconic aphorisms, maxims, proverbs, taglines and catch phrases as a proper authentic material for
the creation of activities to master receptive and productive skills, to acquire knowledge in systems (grammar,
vocabulary, punctuation), to provide grounds for motivation, culture studies and visual literacy.
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Haayx H.O.
JIbBiBCHEME HAITIOHAIBHUY yHIBepcuTeT iMeHl IBana Opauka;
Arenmia iHosemHEX MOB «PYHA» ®

JIIHT'BO-TUJAKTUYHINI IIOTEHIIAJI AOOPUCTUIHUX BUCJIOBIIOBAHD
Y PO3POBII HABYAJIbHUX MATEPIAJIIB J1JI1 BUBUYEHHA
AHTJIIICHKOI MOBU K IHO3EMHOI

Anorania. BuxopucranHs HalKpamux 3paskiB KJIACHYHHX T4 HOBITHIX aOPHCTUYMHHUX TEKCTIB y Ipolieci BU-
BYEHHs 1HO3eMHOI MOBHU IOPSZ 13 yMIHHAM IX BUIIIATH Ta MAHIIYTIOBATH HEUMU 0e3yMOBHO CIPHUSE PO3IIH-
PEHHIO JIIHTBICTUYHUX Ta COL[lOKyJII;TypHI/IX I‘OpI/ISOHTlB a TaK0K KPUTHIHOIO MHCJIEHHS K yYHF TaK 1 mpo-
decifinoro BuKJIamaUYa aHTVIIACHKOI MOBH SK 1HO03eMHOI. ['0JI0BHY MeTy maHOl poboTu BOAYAEMO y BUIILJIEHI Ta
006roBOpeHHI CI10co0iB e(PeKTUBHOr0 BUKOPUCTAHHSA TBOPUMX Ta JAKOHIYHUX adOpH3MiB, MAKCHUM, IIPUCIIB’IB,
CJIOTAHIB 10 (PLIBMIB Ta KPUIATUX (ppas3 y SAKOCTI AaBTEHTUYHOr0 MaTeplally IJis CTBOPEHHs 3aBIaHb 3 METOIO
OBOJIOJIIHHS PELENTUBHUMHE Ta IIPOSYKTUBHUMH MOBHUMH HABUYKAMU, 3ACBOCHHS 3HAHD 13 CHCTeMH MOBH (Tpa-
MAaTHKH, CJIOBHUKOBOI'O 3aIacy, IIyHKTYyaIllil), I 3aKJIaJaHHs OCHOB MOTHUBAIlI], BUBUEHHS KyJIbTYPU TA BI3y-
aJIBHOI I'PAMOTHOCTI.

Kirouosi cioBa: adopuctryHi BHUCIIOBJIIOBAHHS, IIMTATH, ABTEHTHYHUN MaTepiaj, MeTOMUKA BUKJIAJAHHS

AHIJIIFCHKOI MOBU AK 1HO3EeMHOI.

roblem statement. “What any person in

the world can learn, almost all persons can
learn if provided with appropriate prior and cur-
rent conditions of learning”, — wrote B. Bloom. Re-
cently his famous taxonomy has undergone evolu-
tionary changes. L. Anderson and D. Krathwohl
[25] substituted the top of the pyramid, which used
to be dealing with judging the value of information
or ideas, by creativity, which in its way encompass-
es mental processes of combining parts to make
a new whole. EFL practitioners handle materials
for language learning through their evaluation,
adaptation, design, production, exploitation and
research. Sometimes educators face the challenge
of being creative and find it difficult to get oriented
in the ample selection of ready-made resources. On
the other hand, many are unaware of the authen-
tic materials worth utilizing for numerous topical
areas of modern language curriculum as well as re-
sources to boost creativity in students.

Famous quotes from literature, history, movies,
media, arts and entertainment vehicles resonate with
many people. Getting to know the best examples of
classical and novice aphoristic texts in the process of
foreign language acquisition, and teaching how to be
skillful in identification, use and manipulation with
them, definitely promote widening of the linguistic
and socio-cultural horizons as well as critical think-
ing skills of a future EFL professional.

Recent research and publications. D. Crys-
tal in “The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English
Language” writes: “Anything which someone has
said or written can be a quotation, but the term
usually refers to those instances which have become
famous over the years [8 p. 184]. Scientists name
these types of saylngs using a great Varlety of terms:
adage, apothegms, axiom, epigram, maxim, proverb,
truism, percept, and dictum. The most popular quo-
tations are generally aphorisms, because they are
short and concise, and therefore easy to remember
and share. Aphorists often employ striking meta-
phors that give their sayings even more staying pow-
er. This idea is remarkably close to S.T. Coleridge’s
assertion that “the largest and worthiest portion of
our knowledge consists of aphorisms”.

B. Tomlinson in his work “Materials Develop-
ment for Language Learning and Teaching” [25]
highlights the functions of educational materials
as informative, instructional, experiential, eliciting,
and exploratory. As different learners learn in a va-
riety of ways aphoristic quotations become the ideal
educational resource materials with their aim being
to provide a range of language acquisition means
for the learners to experience and select from. Thus,
language learners are to be prepared to demonstrate
their reaction to mental and linguistic stimuli an
aphoristic quotation makes in various forms of com-
municative interaction utilizing all language skills.
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The illustrative material we recommend to uti-
lize for practical assignments could be made on the
basis of selected and systematized groups of apho-
ristic utterances in the collections by M. Grothe [14;
15; 16], O. Wilde [11], J. Lloyd et al. [17], as well
as examples taken from the books by L.M. Med-
vedyeva [18], J.M. Demakis [10], N.O. Diachuk [9],
0. Grabovetska [28], J.M. Shanahan [22].

The purpose of the article. The study rep-
resents an attempt to enumerate the learning
objectives of incorporating aphoristic quotations
into the EFL study, to examine and systematize
common and unconventional sources of such state-
ments and, finally, to focus on practical suggestions
of their application at the lessons for those major-
ing in English.

Presentation of the main material. The
learning objectives to use aphoristic quotations in
class to inspire, encourage, increase motivation and
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develop high-level thinking skills may include the
following: to evaluate the validity of thought be-
hind quotations; to analyze quotations using crit-
ical thinking techniques; to compare and contrast
multiple quotations; to classify quotations by appli-
cation; to apply quotations to a variety of content
areas; to spot and represent quotations with a vari-
ety of media, print and visual texts.

Where to find a quotation for one’s teaching?
The supplies may be numerous, ranging from well-
known dictionaries of quotations or proverbs, lit-
erature, cinema scripts, TV programmes, songs,
internet resources to your own students’essays or
colleagues’sayings. In Table 1 we succeeded to enu-
merate 39 sources rich in aphoristic sayings, and
further supplied illustrative examples.

A good aphorism can really stick in the mind.
The best aphorisms are also applicable to all sorts
of different situations, which further add to their

Table 1

Conventional and Unconventional Places to Look for Aphoristic Utterances

Printed resources

Examples

Literature

Fiction (classical & modern)

We live in the age that reads too much to be wise and thinks too much to be beautiful
(Oscar Wilde) [11; p.61]

Life is a foreign language: all men mispronounce it (Christopher Morley); Cruelty
and benevolence are but the shades of the same colour (Khaled Hosseini) [10, p. 14];
Chance makes the thief (Donna Tartt) [24, p. 632]

educational literature
(manuals & textbooks)

(I'paboserpra O.C., 2014).[28]
(Diachuk N., 2002) [9]
(Medvedeva L.M., 1990) [18]

poetry

poem ‘Life’ by Mother Teresa [4, p. 48]
Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone (W. H.Auden) [1, p. 49]

dictionaries /encyclopedia of
quotations & aphorisms

What you get free costs too much (Jean Anouiln) [13]
Laughter is tranquilizer with no side effects [12]
If you don’t think too good, don’t think too much (T. Williams) [14]

Folklore

proverbs

|A man without a smiling face should not open a shop (Chinese proverb)

Religion

religious literature
Bible, Koran,
Bhagavat Gita

How long you men turn my glory into shame? How long will you love delusions seek
false gods? (Psalms4:2)

A house divided against itself cannot stand (Mathew 12:25, The Holy Bible)

(Piper R.A., 1989) [21]

Video resources

feature films

Reellifewisdom.com

Subzin.com

IMDb.com

Years, lovers and glasses of wine — these are things that should never be counted
(“The Age of Adaline”, 2015)

(J. Scheibli) [23]

taglines

Life is waiting (“Terminal”, 2004)

speech of the characters

You want something done, do it yourself! (Zorg, “The 5" Element”, 1997); No matter
what anybody tells you, words and ideas can change the world (Keating, “Dead
Poets’ Society”, 1989)

TED presentations

People believe what they want to believe (K. Schulz “On Being Wrong”); Own your
own success (Sh. Sandberg “Why we have too few women leaders?”)

documentaries

Even while Rome is burning there’s somehow time for shopping at IKEA
(‘Minimalism’ Catelyst SPYA, 2015)

animated cartoons

Let’s do what we do best, Scoob, eat (Scooby Do)
People talk loud when they want to sound smart, right? (Sponge Bob Square Pants)

Printed Media

newspaper articles

Before you judge someone, walk a mile in their shoes. If you really want to understand
someone, you eat what they eat (“Can I look like Emmanuel Macron?” by Stephen
Bush, ‘The Guardian, No.56, January 2018)

magazine articles

Learn character from trees, values from roots and change from leaves (“How trees
talk to each other?” by Neelima Choahan, The Press)
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(Continuation of table 1)

Printed resources

Examples

advertisements

Find someone who will ruin your lipstick not your mascara (Benefit Cosmetics,
UN); It takes many to save one (Doctors without borders campaign)

Visual Media

TV programmes

Sometimes you cannot see yourself clearly until you see yourself through the eyes of
others (“The Ellen DeGeneres Show”)

advertising slogans

Good things come to those who wait (Guinness slogan)
Every little helps (the TESCO ads)

podcasts

You may desire more even though you are afraid of letting yourself have it (S. Lackmann
“5 Reasons People Choose to Stay Single”. Psychology Today, Oct. 24, 2016)

Social media

Facebook If you can’t say it to their face, don’t post it (Audrie Peterson) [27]
Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/TransAbroad/quotes-and-aphorisms/?lp=true
#aphorisms; #aphorismsonloveandhate;
Instagram #aphorismsandquotes; #aphorismsandsayings
With great eyebrows come great responsibility (Instagram post by Benefit Cosmetics, US)
A Twitter hashtag (#quotes) used to share quotes
Twitter Customers don’t expect you to be perfect. They DO expect you to fix things when they
go wrong (Twitter message from Donald Porter, V.P. of British Airways)
Padlet Padlet.com — a virtual blank wall to post on

Music world

songs

The show must go on (Queen)

You got to cry without weeping

Talk without speaking

Scream without raising your voice

(U2 Running to stand Still, The Joshua Tree)

Personal sayings

famous people or moral

Failure is only the opportunity to begin again more intelligently (Henry Ford)

authorities You must be the change you want to see in the world. (Mahatma Gandhi)

hilosophers We are what we repeatedly do.
p p Excellence then, is not a single act, but a habit. (Aristotle)

politicians Do not pray for easy lives... Pray to be stronger men (John F. Kennedy)

svchologists My ambition is to say in ten sentences what everyone else says in a book (Friedrich
psy g Nietzsche)

educators If you’re not prepared to be wrong, you'll never come up with anything original (Sir

Ken Robinson)
scientists Only a life lived in the service to others is worth living (Albert Einstein)
celebrities Elegance is the only beauty that never fades

(Audrey Hepburn) [1, p. 858]

personal letters/diaries

Live fast, die young, and leave a good-looking corpse (Irene L.Luse in her letter to
Oscar B.Luce) [1, p. 46]

WWW resources

web pages with collections of
sayings and aphorisms

Quotabl.es

Numberquotes.com

Quotecoil.com

Brainyquote.com
http://www.rdcopperr.us/33-perfect-aphorism-quotes/
https://quote-citation.com/en/aphorism

methodological resources for
EFL teachers

http://onestopteachershop.com/2014/03/using-quotes-in-classroom.html
https://the-teacher-next-door.com/my-blog/classroom-ideas/5-ways-to-use-
quotations-in-the-classroom

blogs

Quotation Weblog

quotes of the day

Quotesecret.com

Visual Art

painting of definite artists

Yevgeniya Gapshynska
(Ukraine)

Sometimes we just need to take some time for ourselves

Berni Parker
(the United Kingdom)

If you have crazy friends you have everything

comics by Hank Ketcham

No job is satisfying if you do it halfheartedly.
(“Dennis the Menace” cartoon)

doodle art

Bit.ly/quotedoodle

Body art

tatoos

| Do what you want; Inhale confidence, exhale doubt
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(End of table 1)

Printed resources |

Examples

Street art

graffiti

Some people are so poor, all they have is money

wall art decor

Life Is Like Riding a Bicycle, To Keep Your Balance You Must Keep Moving (Albert
Einstein, Inspirational Motto Canvas Print)

Food

chewing gum ‘Love is’ inserts
— comics by Kim Casalli

Love is what helps you take everything life throws at you (https://www.google.com/
search?q=love+is+chewing+gum-+quotes)

Love Is...being able to say you are sorry.

Love Is...being able to say you are sorry. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_Is...)

Chinese cookies with
prophesies

Failure is not falling down but refusing to get up (Chinese proverb)

Clothes

T-shirts

| Most people only dream of meeting their heroes. I teach mine

Educational setting

teacher’s expressions

When little people are overwhelmed by big emotions, it’s our job to share our calm
and not to join their chaos. (I.LR.Knost) rdcopperr.us/35-awesome-inspirational-
quotes-for-kids-from-teachers/

The day you are willing to veer off the lesson, follow the kids’s lead and learn with
your students is the day you really become a teacher (www.venspired.com)

students’ expressions and

1 try not to laugh at my jokes, but we all know I am hilarious (www.sarcasticMe.com)

writing
mfaa )gmsaoitthe eaéﬂhri;glhsh A bad teacher blames the students. A wise teacher blames the previous teacher,
%l; é Barne & Whatever interests the teacher will bore the students and vice versa) [2]

memorable quality. H.E. Gardner sees the task
for the new millennium not in sharpening various
intelligences and using them. On the contrary, he
asserts that “we must figure out how intelligence
and morality can work together to create a world in
which a great variety of people will want to leave”
[19, p. 4]. “In order to accomplish being integral
and becoming more whole and fully integrated, we
need to carefully examine what we hold most dear,
and name those things we value above all others.
In naming and defining these precious things, we
need to be truthful — for these are our muses, our
sources of inspiration and renewal” [6]. Due to
M.Clifford “we may have stumbled upon our mus-
es accidentally, or through intentional or very de-
liberate processes or through the natural process
of maturation. Searching for ones muses is part
of ones life script”. Teachers are prone to become
fellow travellers too, the ones who are looking, but
who are willing to share parts of their discoveries.

Referring to aphoristic utterances as a build-
ing material for classroom assignments design it is
worth considering divergent and convergent types
of thinking models. Standardized tests do a great
job of measuring convergent thinking that includes
analytical thinking or logical answers with one cor-
rect response. Divergent thinking considers how
a learner can use different ways to approach a prob-
lem. It requires using association and multiplicity
of thought [6]. This can eventually cause a multi-
dimensional approach to processing a given set of
aphoristic statements and their classroom use.

We propose the systematized the list of EFL
educational areas where aphoristic statements fit
best for classroom application in Table 2.

The ability to react to a quotation by explaining
what it means, taking a stand on it, showing its rel-
evance and connection to other aspects of life and
art represent a practical skill that is on demand in
a variety of language tests in different subject areas.

Assumptions to have in order to enliven a class:
1) aphoristic quotations may be used as a class dé-
cor and turned into ‘call backs’, that is phrases re-
peated or read with definite interval; 2) carefully
selected quotes bring inspiration to our daily lives
and provide teachers with meaningful, cross-cur-
ricular activities; 3) any social media (Facebook,
Pinterest, Instagram, Twitter) previously thought
as throw-away bits of media now are hugely popu-
lar in hooking attention of present-day digital gen-
eration with inspirational quotes and funny me-
mes; 4) the quotes that emphasize important life
lessons teachers want their students to leave their
classroom with should be provided; 5) we propose
a list of arguments to be considered by an educator
in favour of application of aphoristic utterances for
materials development.

Assumptions to have in order to foster learning:
1) a good quote is usually associated with a definite
period in time, a perfect quote can define a histor-
ical period as nothing else can — using quotes to
help teach any subject is a good tool to aid students’
learning, e.g., historical quotes [17] stimulate de-
bate, develop critical thinking skills and encourage
learning outside of the classroom; 2) some quotes
are great for quick and easy modeling of analysis,
this may mean describing how the quote might ap-
ply to literature, popular culture, current events,
history or the speaker’s own life experience; 3) the
question ‘who said the quote? will lead to internet
search and provide background for interest in new
people and opinions — works by A.C. Brown [3],
N. Chokshi [5] and G. O'Toole [19] can be recom-
mended in this respect; 4) a selection of quotes by
a single author may urge students to guess his/her
lifestyle, personality, literary works, morals and
traditions of the epoch he/she lived in [1], what
is more, comparing and contrasting two different
quotes by the same person is a great way to look at
change.
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Table 2
Areas of an Aphoristic Utterance Application in EFL Classroom
Classroom management Skills development Systems development
Lesson planning stages Receptive skills Grammar
Lesson/ topic lead-in; ¢ Reading recognizing and understanding
gist task; recognizing links between ideas; grammar;

detailed tasks based on
comprehension questions;
follow-up tasks;

matching quotes to the curriculum; |written text

using context to predict content;
ability to understand intended
double or inferred meaning of a

illustrating various sentence types
and structures;

identifying referencing, substitution,
ellipsis;

compiling lists of top 5-20 best
aphoristic quotes;

quotes used as classroom decoration;
quote corner/board;

material for pair and group work

(WebQuests, hometasks) complex topics

e Listening
recognizing word boundaries;
recognizing links between words;
ability to catch punch line, follow
extended speech on abstract and

making transformations while
changing the statement from direct
to indirect speech;

dictation;

sentence cloze, gap-filling and multiple
choice activities based on quotes

Motivation

Productive skills

Vocabulary

set learning objectives; °
reflection on pace of studies;
matching quotes to current events in
personal and societal life;

matching quotations to definite
people/celebrity due to background
knowledge as to what might be said

Speaking

developing public speaking skills;
making well-structured and detailed
presentations on a wide range of topics;
using logical stress to help
understand a message;

apply various intonation patterns;

pre-teaching of vocabulary;
matching word and definition with
special attention to abstract notions;
redefinition of a term in aphoristic
way;

creating message a certain tone due
to elaborate vocabulary selection;

ability to infer cultural context from

and why making arguments and justifying recognizing the tone of the message;
them with a quote; using ‘quote of the day’ with topical
conveying finer shades of meaning words of the day activities;
by using a wide range of modification | ranking quotes due to the degree of a
devices certain quality expressed

Culture studies e  Writing Punctuation

adapting a quote into one’s writing;
developing skills and ability

a quote; ] paraphrase;

learning to spot cultural bias and avoiding plagiarism;
stereotypes; ) creating message a certain tone
recognizing cultural and societal

values

mastering punctuation;

changing the punctuation with an
intention to change meaning of a
phrase;

changing the syntax of a quote to
match the way somebody would say

Visual literacy

Reflection on skills

Critical thinking skills

ability to decode meaning of an
image connected with a text;
making inspirational posters;
drawing pictures to depict meaning
of a quote

summarizing

making a clear strong argument
during discussion;
information processing, analysis and

making inferences;

expressing attitude;

comparing and contrasting notions,
logical linking

Assumptions to enable students apply what was
learned: 1) all students at some point will have to
use borrowed material in their writing, while there
are three ways to use borrowed material via quot-
ing, summarizing and paraphrasing, students of-
ten use direct quotes to support their assertions, in
order to integrate a quote smoothly and make clear
how the quote functions to support one’s assertions
S. Cook [7; p. 3] proposes to use ‘a quote sandwich’
principle (introduction-quote-follow up); 2) teach-
ing the ways of introducing a quote, punctuating
quoted material, using various quote templates in
academic writing would be of great use as well as
developing an ability to recognize and repair com-
mon errors in incorporating quotations; 3) grammar
issues such as sentence transformation, reported
speech, use of tenses, translation and summarizing
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