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MYENGLISHLAB AS AN EFFECTIVE COMPONENT OF BLENDED LEARNING
APPROACH IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

Summary. The paper focuses on the blended learning approach represented by an online component MyEng-
lishLab developed by Pearson. It is one of the most up-to-date digital tools for blended learning that provides
students with various English language activities in an interactive and engaging environment; gives access
24/7 through Pearson English Portal to complete tasks; supports instant feedback; contains video and audio
activities, tests and practice exercises. MyEnglishLab allows teachers to be more informed about students’
strengths and weaknesses. Each activity that students complete is recorded on MyEnglishL.ab Grade book,
making it easy to see students’ progress. The teacher can also find out which errors are common among stu-
dents, using the Common Error Report. This modern and powerful resource changes the traditional approach
of teaching a foreign language, makes the learning process more effective and diversified, significantly im-
proves the quality of language teaching and makes a positive impact on learning outcomes.
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MYENGLISHLAB K EOEKTUBHUI KOMIIOHEHT
3MIIIIAHOT'O HABUYAHH ITPY BUKJIATAHHI AHTJIIACHKOI MOBH

Anoranisa. ¥V crarri posrisimaeTbesi eeKTUBHICTh BUKOPHUCTAHHS BIPTYaJIbHOI HABYAJIBHOI ILIATQOpPME
MyEnglishLab s BaskaIuBOro KOMIIOHEHTA 3MINIAHOTO HABYAHHS aHTJIIHACHK0I MOBHU. [le omme 3 HaMicyyacHImmx
iHCprMeHTiB nist Blended Learning (3MiIaHoro HaBYaHHS, IKUH Iepeadadae BUKOPUCTAHHS TPAIHUITIMHOIO
HiIpYyYHAKA B IOEJHAHHL 3 1HTepaKTI/IBHI/IMI/I 3aBJAHHAME OHJIaI/IH) Taxmit popmar makcmmManbHO HAOIUIKYE
IpolieC BUBYEHHS AHIVINCHKOI MOBH JI0 CYYaCHUX peaJsii, IpoloHye PISHOMAHITHY JIAIBHICTD 3 BUBYEHHS aH-
TJIICHKOI MOBU B lHTepaKTI/IBHOMy CepeJOBHUIIL], N03BOJIse BUKOHYBATH 3aBNAHHA y dopmari 24/7, Hanae Mur-
TEBUI 3BOPOTHI 3B'A30K, MICTUTD BLj€0 Ta ay/10 MaTeplasy, TeCTH Ta IPAKTUYHI 3aBJaHHA 3 [PAMATHKY, JIEK-
CUKHW, YUTAHHA Ta ayailoBaHHs. [linardopMa H03BoJisge CTYQeHTAM BUKOHYBATH 3aBJAHHS B PEKUMI OHJIAUH B
6y;(b-$nc1/11?1 yac ta Oyab-TKOMY MICIIl, Jie € JOCTYII 10 IHTepHeT-Mepeski, aBTOMATUYHO OTPUMYBATH 3BIT IIOIO
IepeBIPKY BUKOHAHWX 3aBIaHb, AHAJII3yBATH TA BUIIPABJIATH MOMUJIKA. [HTepaKTUBHI 3aBIAHHA Ta TECTH 3HA-
YHO MIIBUIILYIOTH 3aIlIKABJIEHICTh CTYIEHTIB Ta 3a0X0UyOTh M0 HaBuabHoro mporecy. MyEnglishLab mae mosx-
JIMBICT BUKJIAATY IPOCLIAKYBATA YCILIIHICTD KOKHOTO OKPEMOT0 CTY/JeHTa KOPHUCTYIOUHCh OHJIANH 3y PHAIIOM,
aHAJI3yBaTH BIICOTOK IPABUJIBHUX BIAIOBINEH, CHIIBHI Ta CIa0Kl CTOPOHH KOMKHOIO CTyHEHTa. ABTOMATHIHA
IepeBipKa Ta OLIHIOBAHH /J03BOJIsI€ BUKJIAady CAMOCTIHO 06upaTy MaTepias BIAIIOBIIHO 110 IOTped cTysieHTa.
HnaTd)opMa MyEnglishLab yp13HOMaH1THIoe IIpOIlec HABYAHH, dopmye v cTymeHTIB BMIHHS IpaIlOBATA CAMO-
CTIHHO, IJIAHYBATH Ta OpraHi30ByBaTH HABIAHHS IHL[I/IBIJ:[yaJII)HO et cyaacHnii Ta moTy:RHUA 3acl6 HABYAHHS
3MIHIOE TPATUIIIMHUM X1 10 BUBYEHHS 1HO3€MHOI MOBH, IIABHILYE ePeKTUBHICTD TA SKICTH HABYAJIHLHOIO
mporiecy, BIIKPHUBAE HOBl MOKJIMBOCTI JJIsI poOOTH 31 CTyeHTaMU B ayauTopii Ta mosa ii mesxamu. HaBuanusa Ha
ocroBl MyEnglishLab € edexTuBHIM Ta TOIIJIBHUM, CIPAMOBAHNM HA (POPMYBAHHS KOMYHIKATHBHOI KOMIIETEH-
mii cTymenTa, 3a0e3reuye MoCTifHe Ta TUHAMIYHE CIIJIKYBAaHHS CTYIeHTa Ta BUKJIA a4va, BIIKPHUBAE HOB1 MOYKJIH-
BOCTI IIpe3eHTAallli HaBYaJIhHOT0 MaTeplasly IJisd BUKIagava Ta Ja€ 3MOTY HIJIBHUIMUTH SKICTh 1HIITOMOBHOI OCBITH.

Knrouosi ciora: amimane masuauusi, MyEnglishLab, nasuansue cepemoBuiie, anrmiiicbka MOBa, IIU(PPOBL
TEeXHOJIOTI.

ntroduction. The practice of combining
(blending) different learning approaches and
strategies 1s not new. “Traditional courses have
long combined blended learning through a variety
of delivery modes such as lectures, seminars, tuto-
rials, workshops and group work to support learn-
ers with a range of opportunities.” Good teachers
will always use more than one method or approach
in their teaching, and good learners will always
combine different strategies in their learning” [7].
That’s why we could state that the term “blend-
ed learning” refers to every time teachers mix dif-
ferent ways of presenting the content (e.g. print,
audio, and video) with classroom interaction to cre-
ate a supportive learning environment and provide
effective teaching and learning.
But what 1s new is that nowadays technology
is vital in offering the potential for providing more
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learning opportunities and better means for learn-
ers to interact with each other and learn effective-
ly. As Anny King remarks,” Technology combines
all the different means within one environment:
online. The online space facilitates learner-leaner
interaction, encourages incidental and exploratory
learning and allows learners and teachers to stay
connected outside the classroom, if they so wish.
Learners can benefit from the fact that space and
distance do not matter anymore” [5].

The insights into the latest research. There
are many definitions for blended learning. It has
evolved along with the development of information
and communication technology. The term originat-
ed in the business world in connection with corpo-
rate training [10], then it was employed in higher
education [6] and lastly it appeared in language
teaching and learning. It has become a buzzword in
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many educational establishments in recent years,
usually referring to courses that employ a mix of
face-to-face and on-line learning [1].

Neumeier defines that the aim of blended learn-
ing design is to find the most effective combination
of learning modes for the individual learning sub-
jects, contexts, and objectives. The focus is not to
choose “the right” or “the best,” “the innovative” as
opposed to “the traditional”; but to create a learn-
ing environment that works as a whole [9].

Blended leaning has been implemented in edu-
cation rather extensively in the past years and as
predictions say, the trend towards blended learn-
ing will be increasing in the following years. The
number of blended courses is predicted to conclude
as many as 80-90% of all courses [2].

Marsh identifies the following strengths of
blended language learning:

— provides a more individualized learning ap-
proach;

— provides more personalized learning support;

— supports and encourages independent and col-
laborative learning;

—increases student engagement in learning;

— accommodates a variety of learning styles;

— provides a less stressful practice foe the target
language;

— help students develop valuable and necessary
twenty-first century learning skills.

Nowadays the Internet helps to provide language
learners with instant access to worldwide communi-
ty of English language speakers, and to authentic
online resources that could be a powerful medium to
teach and learn languages. Social networking sites
such as Facebook, You Tube, Twitter, Instagram are
among the most visited on the Internet. Audio and
video podcasting, blogging, virtual world activities
are suited to educational users and help develop
skills that are vital to successful language acquisi-
tion. Online learning and teaching environments
provide fresh approaches to learning and teaching
and can complement traditional face-to face learning
environment. But we must not forget that the appro-
priate online environment should focus on learners’
needs and support these needs appropriately [4].

“The choice of materials is crucial. Teachers
need to evaluate educational materials such as
software programs carefully and use only those ma-
terials that are methodologically sound” [7].

The purpose of the article. According to CERF
(Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages), students of the Department of Applied
Linguistics of Lviv Polytechnic National Universi-
ty are supposed to have English language skills at
reference level B1-B2 in their first year of study.
Unfortunately, the entrance language test (Exter-
nal Independent Testing) shows that there is a gap
between expectations and students’ real knowledge
of the English language. Some students find it real-
ly challenging and even stressful to achieve the re-
quired university standards. That’s why we started
looking for the modern, easy-accessible, motivating
resource, that would be time-consuming and sup-
portive and could improve English language skills
of the students. We found that the blended learning
approach through MyEnglishLab is the ideal solu-
tion to provide students with learning tools they
could use in class and outside the classroom.
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The main layout. Anny King identifies 8 ben-
efits of blended learning for learners and teach-
ers. They are (1) responding more appropriately to
learning styles, (2) a deeper approach to learning,
(3) more individual attention, (4) maximizing so-
cial interaction in the classroom, (5) creating confi-
dent learners, (6) access to reach interactive input,
(7) getting just-in-time support, (8) encouraging
discovery and fostering autonomy.

1. A blended learning approach allows teachers
respond more easily to learners’ different styles by
maximizing the strengths of each environment.
Students can decide themselves when and where to
study. The role of the teacher is to help students de-
velop the skills they require to work independently
and to take on responsibility for their own learn-
ing. While preparing programs of study the teacher
should consider different learning styles as learn-
ers can choose visual/aural texts in preference to
written texts or they can watch a video or listen to
audio reading a transcript at the same time.

2. Learning online students can choose their own
pathway according to their needs and interests,
they can go back and revise the learning content
according to their time-management. They read or
watch a video without feeling rushed, having time
to reflect on a text or a video. This helps them pro-
mote better understanding and deeper learning in
the most convenient way. Such learning environ-
ment is friendly, easily accessible and attractive to
the learner.

3. Blended learning helps teachers give all
learners the attention they deserve. Any teacher in
any classroom feel that there are faster and slower
learners. By developing a course that will take into
account learners’ needs more closely the teacher
could encourage students’ engagement and achieve
the best learning outcomes.

4. Blended learning can provide opportuni-
ties for genuine communication in the classroom.
“Blended learning does not mean a reduction of
face-to-face class time. On the contrary, it requires
greater participation of learners, greater interac-
tion with content and an overall greater level of
engagement” [3].

5. The fear of speaking in class could be a sig-
nificant obstacle to learning a second language as
learners are concerned of making mistakes. “The
more exposure students have to different contexts,
voices, and accents, the more confident they will
feel in the “real world” use of language” [7].

6. Blended learning offers rich interactive input
(authentic video, audio, texts) relevant to learner’s
needs and interests. For lower level learners the
material could be selected by the teacher and high-
level learners may discover the material when
surfing the internet themselves. This input help
teachers develop a course that can correspond to
different learning styles.

7. Getting just-in-time support is crucial for
learning. In a blended learning approach, technol-
ogy offers instant feedback giving learners many
tools at their disposal. “The combination of audio,
video, animation, text and links immerse them
deeper into the language” [3].

8. Blended learning approach encourage students
to work autonomously and independently. Students
are flexible to choose the time they study, making
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MyEnglishLab

2.4 SCENARIO: Sparrow Hill Wind Farm

Pronunciation

Listen and practise saying the following phrases.

1 P Listen You have a point.

2  plisten | am interested to know more about it.

3 PplListen | would go along with you there.

4  PplListen That is very true.

5 P Listen You are absolutely right.

6 P listen I would like to know how you discovered that.
7  PlListen That's one way to look at it.
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Figure 1. Pronunciation Exercise

their own decisions and taking responsibility for their
own learning process. “A blended approach, when its
elements are combined effectively, helps both teach-
er and learner fulfil their ultimate roles” [5].

MyEnglishLab is considered to be one of the
most powerful tools for blended learning in glob-
al academic society. It is an online component
designed to complement Pearson ELT textbooks:
Choices, Speakout, Language Leader, Market
Leader and etc. MyEnglishL.ab components can re-
place traditional Pearson paper workbook, helping
students and teachers get more from the course.
MyEnglishLab activities replicate the content stu-
dents complete in a workbook, but in an interactive
and engaging environment. Students can access
all their content through Pearson English Portal
in one place and receive instant feedback on each
task. They can watch videos, listen to audio and
even record their own voices online (Figure 1). This
vast range of activities will help them build their
confidence and improve on their mistakes.

MyEnglishLab is a great contribution to blend-
ed learning approach.

Firstly, enriched learning through students’
engagement [11]. Interactive activities, tasks and
tests raise students’ interests and engage them in
the learning process. The more engaged they are,
the better results they get. Extra hints and tips
that the platform provides encourage and support
learning. Each activity is built into a lesson plan

and helps students practice speaking, listening,
reading and writing (Figure 2).

Secondly, a blended learning approach allows
teachers to be more informed about students’
strengths and weaknesses. Each activity that stu-
dents complete is recorded on the MyEnglishLab
Grade book, making it easy to see students’ prog-
ress (Figure 3). It can be viewed for the whole class
or individual students. The teacher can also find
out which errors are common among the students,
using the Common Error Report. With this infor-
mation, the teacher can focus valuable class time
on the areas that are needed the most. My English
Lab enables to mark students’ homework assign-
ments automatically. The time saved by automatic
correction helps the teacher to manage and per-
sonalize the course material according to students’
needs and preferences.

Thirdly, My English Lab has a range of tools to
make classroom management simple and flexible.
You can communicate with your students easily
through email notifications and online messaging in
a safe and secure environment. Students can access
all the activities when they are online anytime and
anywhere. The teacher can create course, groups,
hide/show/assign content, share course with col-
leagues and even download the video activities.

Students were asked to discuss both the advan-
tages and disadvantages of MyEnglish Lab. They
liked the possibility of getting connected easily. They
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appreciated timely feedback of their online work, they
mentioned their progress in specific language skills,
such as listening, reading, vocabulary and grammar.

Conclusion. The Department of Applied Lin-
guistics, Lviv Polytechnic National University,
demands students to master the English language
according to their field of study, to obtain a profes-
sional and academic vocabulary and language flu-
ency. The blended learning approach proves to be
an efficient way of implementing these demands.
MyEnglishLab, chosen as a part of blended learn-
ing approach, is, undoubtedly, an attractive and
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up-to-date component of modern education. Incor-
porating technology into the learning and teaching
process is beneficial for teachers and students. Dif-
ferent digital tools that are provided by MyEnglish-
Lab, engage students in authentic context and
learning environment. Students using MyEnglish-
Lab in their English courses reach better results
in grammar, reading and listening, vocabulary in
comparison with students using paper-based mate-
rial. These aspects contribute greatly to students’
motivation to study and improve English language
proficiency for everyday use.
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